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(57) ABSTRACT

A radar performance monitor is provided. The monitor
includes a receiver for receiving a transmission signal of
which a temporal change of a frequency is non-linear, the
transmission signal being transmitted from a radar unit of a
pulse-compression radar apparatus, and a response signal
generator for generating a response signal of which a tempo-
ral change of a frequency is linear and transmitting the
response signal to the radar unit as a response to the trans-
mission signal received by the receiver.

9 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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ED X()
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FIG. 2
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FREQUENCY

CENTER FREQUENCY

GRAPH SHOWING TEMPORAL CHANGE OF FREQUENCIES
OF TRANSMISSION SIGNAL AND RESPONSE SIGNAL

R'(t)

£

SYMMETRIC
POINT | / /

R*(t): TRANSMISSION SIGNAL OF RADAR UNIT
E(t): RESPONGSE SIGNAL OF PM UNIT

TIME

FIG. 3
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CHART SHOWING STATE WHEN FREQUENCY OF TRANSMISSION SIGNAL 1S CHANGED
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RADAR PERFORMANCE MONITOR,
PULSE-COMPRESSION RADAR APPARATUS,
AND RADAR PERFORMANCE MEASURING
METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

The application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 to
Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-186624, which was
filed on Aug. 27, 2012, the entire disclosure of which is
hereby incorporated by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention generally relates to a radar perfor-
mance monitor, specifically, a radar performance monitor
attached to a radar apparatus for transmitting a signal of
which a temporal change of a frequency is not linear.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Oscillators and demodulators provided to radar appara-
tuses may deteriorate as being used, and be damaged due to
intense signals from outside. Therefore, there have been cases
where a radar performance monitor is provided to such aradar
apparatus so as to check whether a transmission power and a
reception sensitivity of the radar apparatus are sufficient.

A radar performance monitor receives a transmission sig-
nal transmitted by the radar unit of the radar apparatus, and
transmits a response signal to the radar unit. The response
signal is analyzed and the result thereof is used for, for
example, confirming the performance of the radar apparatus.
JP2011-043351A discloses such kind of radar performance
monitor.

The radar performance monitor disclosed in JP2011-
043351A transmits, as a response signal, a signal of which a
frequency continuously changes within a predetermined fre-
quency range including a reception band of the radar unit
(so-called chirp signal). With this configuration, a transmis-
sion band of the response signal is prevented from being out
of the reception band of the radar unit even when the fre-
quency of the response signal is changed, for example.

Meanwhile, in recent years, pulse-compression radar appa-
ratuses have been known, which have configurations of trans-
mitting, as a transmission signal, a signal of which a pulse
length is comparatively long and a frequency continuously
changes, and performing a pulse compression when the signal
is received. As the transmission signal of the pulse-compres-
sion radar apparatus, not only a signal of which a frequency
changes linearly (linear signal), but also a signal of which a
frequency changes non-linearly (non-linear signal) may be
used.

Here, with the conventional radar performance monitors
provided to pulse-compression radar apparatuses where a
non-linear signal is transmitted therefrom, ithas been thought
that a response signal similar to a transmission signal needs to
be transmitted because in a case where a non-linear transmis-
sion signal is transmitted, if a frequency of the transmission
signal varies from that of the response signal, a signal of
which a peak is dropped (or with no peak) will be detected
even if the radar unit performs a pulse compression.

Therefore, the radar performance monitors have been
required to include a configuration for generating the non-
linear transmission signal (e.g., a D/A converter or a mixer).
Moreover, the radar performance monitors have been
required to receive a reference signal from the radar unit to
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match the frequency of'the transmission signal with that of the
response signal. As described above, the radar performance
monitors provided to the pulse-compression radar appara-
tuses where the non-linear signal is transmitted therefrom
have the extremely complicated configurations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is made in view of the above situa-
tion, and generally aims to provide a radar performance moni-
tor that can appropriately check the performance of a radar
unit for transmitting a non-linear signal without requiring a
configuration for generating the non-linear transmission sig-
nal or a reference signal from the radar unit.

According to one aspect of the present invention, a radar
performance monitor with the following configuration is pro-
vided. The radar performance monitor includes a receiver for
receiving a transmission signal of which a temporal change of
afrequency is non-linear, the transmission signal being trans-
mitted from a radar unit of a pulse-compression radar appa-
ratus, and a response signal generator for generating a
response signal of which a temporal change of a frequency is
linear and transmitting the response signal to the radar unit as
a response to the transmission signal received by the receiver.

Thus, even when the linear response signal is transmitted
while the transmission signal is non-linear, a peak portion of
the response signal can be detected. Therefore, the configu-
ration of the radar performance monitor can be simplified
while appropriately exerting the function of checking the
performance of the radar unit.

The response signal generator may generate the response
signal so that a slope of the linear response signal matches
with a part of the non-linear transmission signal.

Thus, even when the frequency of the transmission signal
or the response signal is changed due to time lapse, the func-
tion as the radar performance monitor can be exerted without
changing the signal transmitted from the response signal gen-
erator.

A waveform of the transmission signal may be symmetric
with respect to a point corresponding to a center frequency of
the transmission signal. The part of the non-linear transmis-
sion signal may correspond to the center frequency of the
transmission signal.

Thus, the effect that the response signal does not need to
follow the change in frequency of the transmission signal or
the response signal can be achieved with the pulse-compres-
sion radar apparatus, by using the transmission signal having
a waveform which is normally used.

The response signal generator may be able to change the
temporal change rate of the frequency of the response signal.

Thus, even when the transmission signal transmitted from
the radar unit is switched or the radar performance monitor is
attached to a different radar apparatus, the radar performance
monitor can be applied to such cases.

The response signal generator may include a phase syn-
chronization circuit having a frequency sweep function for
changing the frequency of the response signal.

Thus, the signal of which the frequency change is linear
can be generated by a simple control.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
pulse-compression radar apparatus is provided. The appara-
tus includes the radar performance monitor of any of the
aspects described above, and a radar unit for transmitting the
transmission signal, receiving the response signal, and per-
forming a pulse compression on the response signal based on
the transmission signal.
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Thus, the pulse-compression radar apparatus including the
radar performance monitor with the simple configuration can
be realized.

According to further another aspect of the present inven-
tion, a method of measuring a radar performance is provided.
The method includes transmitting a transmission signal of
which a temporal change of a frequency is non-linear, from a
radar unit of a pulse-compression radar apparatus, receiving
the transmission signal by a radar performance monitor of the
pulse-compression radar apparatus, transmitting a response
signal of which a temporal change of a frequency is linear,
from the radar performance monitor to the radar unit as a
response to the transmission signal, and performing a pulse
compression on the response signal based on the transmission
signal.

Thus, even when the linear response signal is transmitted
while the transmission signal is non-linear, a peak portion of
the response signal can be detected. Therefore, the configu-
ration of the radar performance monitor can be simplified
while appropriately exerting the function of checking the
performance of the radar unit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure is illustrated by way of example and
not by way of limitation in the figures of the accompanying
drawings, in which the like reference numeral indicate like
elements and in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
pulse-compression radar apparatus according to one embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating a pulse compression;

FIG. 3 is a chart showing a temporal change of frequencies
of a transmission signal and a response signal;

FIG. 4 shows one example of displaying a radar image of
the response signal;

FIG. 5 is a chart showing a processed signal obtained by
pulse-compressing linear and non-linear response signals;

FIG. 6 is a chart showing a state when the frequencies of the
transmission signal or the response signal is changed;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing a modified example of
the pulse-compression radar apparatus; and

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a conventional pulse-
compression radar apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Next, embodiments of the present invention are described
in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings. FIG.
1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a pulse-
compression radar apparatus 1 according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

The pulse-compression radar apparatus 1 of this embodi-
ment is a radar apparatus equipped in a ship (hereinafter, it
may be referred to as “the ship concerned” or may be simply
referred to as “the ship™) and can detect a position and a speed
of a target object by transmitting a radio wave (transmission
signal) having a long pulse length, and performing a pulse
compression on and analyzing a reception signal that is the
transmission signal reflected on the target object. Moreover,
the pulse-compression radar apparatus 1 includes a radar unit
10 for transceiving radio waves, a PM unit 30 (radar perfor-
mance monitor) for checking the performance of the radar
unit 10, and a control circuit 40.

The radar unit 10 includes, as a configuration for transmit-
ting the transmission signal, a transmission signal generation
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circuit 11, a D/A converter 12, a mixer 13, a local oscillator
14, a transmission amplifier 15, a circulator 16, and a radar
antenna 17.

The transmission signal generation circuit 11 generates a
transmission signal having a predetermined waveform (a
temporal change of a frequency). In this embodiment, the
transmission signal generation circuit 11 generates a non-
linear transmission signal (non-linear chirp signal) and out-
puts itto the D/A converter 12. The D/ A converter 12 converts
the transmission signal generated by the transmission signal
generation circuit 11, from a digital signal into an analog
signal, and outputs it to the mixer 13.

The local oscillator 14 includes an oscillator 25, a PLL
(phase synchronization circuit)-IC 26, and a VCO (Voltage
Control Oscillator) 27.

The oscillator 25 can generate a signal having a predeter-
mined frequency. The PLL-IC 26 controls the VCO 27 to
output a local oscillator signal (station transmission signal)
therefrom.

The mixer 13 mixes the transmission signal inputted from
the D/A converter 12 with the station transmission signal
outputted from the local oscillator 14. In this manner, the
frequency of the transmission signal can be increased to a
transmission frequency. The mixer 13 outputs the transmis-
sion signal with the increased frequency to the transmission
amplifier 15. The transmission amplifier 15 amplifies the
transmission signal and transmits it outside from the radar
antenna 17 via the circulator 16. The transmission signal is the
non-linear chirp signal as described above (see R*(t) of FIG.
3).

The radar antenna 17 transmits the transmission signal as
described above and receives a reflection signal obtained by
the transmission signal reflecting on a target object (echo
source), as a reception signal. Moreover, the radar antenna 17
repeats the transception of the radio wave while rotating in a
horizontal plane at a predetermined rotational speed. With the
above configuration, scanning is performed over 360° in the
horizontal plane centering the ship, and the state of the target
object existing around the ship can be acquired.

The circulator 16 can suitably switch a path of the signal so
that the high-energy transmission signal from the transmis-
sion amplifier 15 is not inputted into the circuit on the recep-
tion side but the reception signal is appropriately inputted into
the circuit on the reception side.

Next, the configuration of processing the reception signal
received by the radar antenna 17 is described. The radar unit
10 includes, as a configuration for processing the reception
signal, a reception amplifier 18, the mixer 19, and an A/D
converter 20, and a signal processing circuit 21.

The reception amplifier 18 performs processing of ampli-
fying the reception signal having a weak level. By passing
through the reception amplifier 18, the weak reception signal
level can be amplified to the level where the following pro-
cessing can be performed. The amplified reception signal is
outputted to the mixer 19.

The mixer 19 can reduce the frequency of the reception
signal by mixing the reception signal with the station trans-
mission signal of the local oscillator 14 similarly to the mixer
13. The mixer 19 outputs the reception signal of which the
frequency is reduced, to the A/D converter 20. The A/D con-
verter 20 converts the reception signal of which the frequency
is reduced, from an analog signal into a digital signal.

The signal processing circuit 21 performs a pulse-com-
pression on the reception signal inputted from the A/D con-
verter 20 with the consideration of the transmission signal,
etc. The pulse-compression is, as shown in FIG. 2, processing
of obtaining a processed signal by compressing (demodulat-
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ing) a signal pulse based on the reception signal and a com-
plex conjugation of the transmission signal. The signal pro-
cessing circuit 21 creates a radar image based on the
processed signal.

Specifically, the signal processing circuit 21 obtains a dis-
tance from the radar antenna 17 to the target object based on
atime difference between a timing at which the radar antenna
17 transmits the transmission signal and a timing at which the
radar antenna 17 receives the reflection signal. Moreover, the
signal processing circuit 21 acquires a direction of the target
object based on the direction of the radar antenna 17 when the
signal is detected. As described above, the signal processing
circuit 21 creates the radar image and displays it on a display
unit (not illustrated).

Next, the description is given about the PM unit 30. The
PM unit 30 includes a response signal generator 31, a
response amplifier 35, a switch 36, a PM antenna 37, and a
detector (receiver) 38.

The response signal generator 31 includes, as a configura-
tion for generating the response signal, an oscillator 32, a
PLL-IC 33, and a VCO 34.

The oscillator 32 can generate a signal with a predeter-
mined frequency. The PLL-IC 33 controls the VCO 34 to
output the response signal therefrom. In this embodiment, the
response signal outputted from the VCO 34 is a linear signal
of which a frequency changes as time lapses and the fre-
quency change amount is fixed (linear chirp signal) (see E(t)
of FIG. 3).

Note that, in this embodiment, while the radar unit 10 has
the configuration for transmitting the non-linear signal, the
PM unit 30 has the configuration for transmitting the linear
signal. Despite this, the performance of the radar unit 10 can
be appropriately detected (the reason is described later).

Moreover, the PLL-IC 33 has a frequency sweep function
which can change the frequency of the signal outputted there-
from. Therefore, the PLL-IC 33 can easily generate the signal
of' which the frequency changes as time lapses. The response
signal generator 31 outputs to the response amplifier 35 the
linear response signal generated by the response signal gen-
erator 31.

The response amplifier 35 amplifies the response signal
and outputs it to the switch 36. The switch 36 can switch
between a state where the response signal is transmitted to the
PM antenna 37 and a state where the signal received by the
PM antenna 37 (transmission signal transmitted from the
radar unit 10) is outputted to the detector 38.

The switch 36 is normally in the state where the signal
received by the PM antenna 37 is outputted to the detector 38.
Thus, when the detector 38 detects that the transmission
signal of the radar unit 10 is received by the PM unit 30, the
PM unit 30 switches the state of the switch 36 to the state
where the response signal is transmitted to the PM antenna 37
s0 as to transmit the response signal to the radar unit 10 (radar
antenna 17).

The radar unit 10 receives the response signal and per-
forms, for example, a pulse compression to create the radar
image. A user can check the performance of the radar unit 10
by checking the radar image. FIG. 4 shows one example of the
radar image of the response signal. In this embodiment, the
PM unit 30 transmits the response signal for a plurality of
times while decreasing a signal intensity so that the response
signal transmitted later has a lower intensity. According to
this configuration, a reception sensitivity of the radar unit 10
can be checked based on the number of displayed echoes of
the response signals. Note that, a transmission power of the
radar unit 10 can be checked by the PM unit 30 changing a
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transmission timing of the response signal according to the
intensity of the transmission signal.

Next, the description is given about the configuration of
this embodiment and a conventional configuration while
comparing therebetween.

Firstly, a simple description is given about a conventional
pulse-compression radar apparatus 1. A conventional PM unit
30 includes, as shown in FIG. 8, a response signal generation
circuit 61, a D/A converter 62, and a mixer 63 in addition to
the configuration of the PM unit 30 of this embodiment.
Additionally, the conventional pulse-compression radar
apparatus 1 is formed with a circuit connecting the local
oscillator 14 of the radar unit 10 with the PLL-IC 33.

The response signal generation circuit 61 can generate the
non-linear response signal similarly to the transmission sig-
nal generation circuit 11. The D/A converter 62 converts the
response signal from a digital signal into an analog signal.
The mixer 63 increases the frequency of the response signal
based on, for example, the local signal outputted from the
local oscillator 14.

As described above, the conventional configuration
requires a device for generating a complicated response sig-
nal. Moreover, the conventional PM unit 30 requires a circuit
for receiving the local signal from the radar unit 10 in order to
match the frequency with radar unit 10.

By the configuration described above, the conventional
pulse-compression radar apparatus 1 can transmit the
response signal with the same frequency (same waveform) as
the transmission signal. Therefore, by pulse-compressing the
response signal as described above, a highly accurate pro-
cessed signal can be obtained.

Next, a detailed description is given about the waveforms
of the transmission signal and the response signal of this
embodiment. As shown in FIG. 3, the transmission signal
(R*(1)) has a point symmetric waveform having a symmetric
point indicating a center frequency, whereas, the response
signal (E(t)) has a waveform set to cross the point indicating
the center frequency of the transmission signal and have a
slope which is the same as (extending along) the slope of the
transmission signal indicating the center frequency. In other
words, the response signal has a waveform near the center
frequency of the transmission signal, approaching that of the
transmission signal.

Thus, by performing the pulse-compression on the
response signal, the processed signal having a peak can be
obtained (see the solid line of FIG. 5). As shown in FIG. 5,
with the conventional configuration, the echo can be detected
in higher accuracy than the configuration of this embodiment.
However, with the radar performance monitor, since it is only
necessary to know the position of the peak (i.e., only neces-
sary for the position of the peak to be higher than the noise
floor), the performance of the radar unit 10 can appropriately
be checked even with the configuration of this embodiment.

Moreover, the configuration of this embodiment does not
require the response signal generation circuit 61, the D/A
converter 62, the mixer 63, and the circuit connecting the
local oscillator 14 with the PLL-IC 33 as the conventional
configuration does.

With the conventional configuration, the signal outputted
by the local oscillator 14 (oscillator 25) is outputted to the
PLL-IC 33. The frequency of the transmission signal may
vary from that of the response signal according to a period of
time of the crystal oscillator being used (chronological
change property). In this case, as shown in FIG. 6, even
though the varying amount between the transmission signal
(R*(1)) and the response signal (E"(t)) is small, a significant
distortion of the processed signal and a deterioration (disap-
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pearance) of the peak thereof may be concerned. Note that,
with the crystal oscillator, the frequency of the signal may
vary not only due to the time lapse but also due to the tem-
perature change of the surroundings, for example.

Therefore, if the echo of the response signal is weakened
(disappears), the cause thereof will be unclear whether it is
caused because of the variation of the frequency of the trans-
mission signal or the response signal, or because of the recep-
tion system of the radar unit 10. Thus, the performance of the
radar unit 10 cannot be appropriately checked.

On the other hand, in this embodiment, as shown in FIG. 6,
the direction in which the frequency of the transmission sig-
nal (R*(t)) transits (slope at the center frequency) is in match
with the slope of the response signal (E(t)). Therefore, even
when the frequency of the transmission signal varies, since
the transmission signal will only transit following the
response signal, the processed signal shows a similar shape
thereto. In other words, with the configuration of this embodi-
ment, the influence of the chronological change property of
the oscillator and the like can be eliminated without perform-
ing a special synchronization.

As described above, the PM unit 30 of this embodiment
includes the detector 38 and the response signal generator 31.
The detector 38 receives the non-linear chirp signal as the
transmission signal, the transmission signal being transmitted
from the radar unit 10 of the pulse-compression radar appa-
ratus 1. The response signal generator 31 generates the linear
chirp signal as the response signal, and transmits the response
signal to the radar unit 10 as a response to the transmission
signal received by the detector 38.

In this manner, even when the linear response signal is
transmitted while the transmission signal is non-linear, the
peak portion of the response signal can be detected. There-
fore, the configuration of the radar performance monitor can
be simplified while appropriately exerting the function of
checking the performance of the radar unit.

Although the suitable embodiment of the present invention
is described above, the configuration may be modified as
follows, for example.

The configuration of the response signal generator 31 is not
limited to the example described above, and it may be con-
figured to generate the response signal by using a DDS (Di-
rect Digital Synthesizer) 51 as shown in FIG. 7.

Moreover, the PLL-IC 33 may not have the frequency
sweep function. Additionally, the various oscillators are not
necessarily be the crystal oscillator but may also be a different
kind of atomic oscillator using, for example, rubidium, or
may be a digital control oscillator (e.g., ring oscillator).

Furthermore, the response signal generator 31 is only nec-
essary to generate the response signal such that the slope of
the linear response signal matches with a part of the non-
linear transmission signal, and the waveform generated by the
transmission signal generation circuit 11 may not be the
example described above.

The present invention is not limited to be the ship radar
apparatus, but may also be a radar apparatus set in a light-
house and for monitoring a position of a moving body and the
like, and additionally, the configuration thereof may be such
that it is equipped in a moving body other than a ship, for
example, an aircraft or an automobile.

In the foregoing specification, specific embodiments of the
present invention have been described. However, one of ordi-
nary skill in the technique appreciates that various modifica-
tions and changes can be performed without departing from
the scope of the present invention as set forth in the claims
below. Accordingly, the specification and figures are to be
regarded in an illustrative rather than a restrictive sense, and
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all such modifications are intended to be included within the
scope of present invention. The benefits, advantages, solu-
tions to problems, and any element(s) that may cause any
benefit, advantage, or solution to occur or become more pro-
nounced are not to be construed as a critical, required, or
essential features or elements of any or all the claims. The
invention is defined solely by the appended claims including
any amendments made during the pendency of this applica-
tion and all equivalents of those claims as issued.

What is claimed is:

1. A radar performance monitor, comprising:

a receiver that receives a transmission signal of which a

frequency changes non-linearly with time, the transmis-
sion signal being transmitted from a radar unit of a
pulse-compression radar apparatus;

aresponse signal generator that generates a response signal

of which a frequency changes linearly with time and
transmits the response signal to the radar unit as a
response to the transmission signal received by the
receiver.

2. The radar performance monitor of claim 1, wherein the
response signal generator generates the response signal so
that a slope of the linear response signal matches with a part
of the non-linear transmission signal.

3. The radar performance monitor of claim 2, wherein a
waveform of the transmission signal is symmetric with
respect to a point corresponding to a center frequency of the
transmission signal, and

wherein the part of the non-linear transmission signal cor-

responds to the center frequency of the transmission
signal.

4. The radar performance monitor of claim 1, wherein the
response signal generator changes the temporal change rate
of the frequency of the response signal.

5. The radar performance monitor of claim 1, wherein the
response signal generator includes a phase synchronization
circuit having a frequency sweep function for changing the
frequency of the response signal.

6. A pulse-compression radar apparatus, comprising:

radar performance monitor of claim 1; and

aradar unit for transmitting the transmission signal, receiv-

ing the response signal, and performing a pulse com-
pression on the response signal based on the transmis-
sion signal.

7. A method of measuring a radar performance, compris-
ing:

transmitting a transmission signal of which a frequency

changes non-linearly with time, from a radar unit of a
pulse-compression radar apparatus;
receiving the transmission signal by a radar performance
monitor of the pulse-compression radar apparatus;

transmitting a response signal of which a frequency
changes linearly with time, from the radar performance
monitor to the radar unit as a response to the transmis-
sion signal; and

performing a pulse compression on the response signal

based on the transmission signal.

8. The radar performance measuring method of claim 7,
wherein the transmitting the response signal includes trans-
mitting the response signal to the radar unit so that a slope of
the linear response signal matches with a part of the non-
linear transmission signal.

9. The radar performance measuring method of claim 8,
wherein a waveform of the transmission signal is symmetric
with respect to a point corresponding to a center frequency of
the transmission signal, and
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wherein the part of the non-linear transmission signal cor-
responds to the center frequency of the transmission
signal.
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